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This year Banners show showcases the big screen version of a
sculpture that stopped making bad movies like they used to . This
work, called Fucking is an installation of cardboard boxes literally

filled with discarded, empty plastic cups, spilt beer, and
barbecued chicken wings. Displaying them haphazardly feels a

little like one would see a large pile of rubbish on the sidewalk, or
a construction site. This affectionate, cavalier response shows how
her understanding of materials are not ideologically entrenched,
so that their content, being trash or not, has no symbolic value.
Banners work makes herself free from meaningless associations,

making her work unencumbered by dumb or progressive
ideologies. The work of Banners also made us aware, as viewers,

of the physical reality of the words that we pick up on as we watch
a film. The physical, textual aspect of movies and their wordiness
has been a source of frustration for Banners. We can have neat,

workable dreams about how text forms speech and speech forms
text. But when in the process, we view a film, we put ourselves in
a different position and there is a process involved that is, for all

practical purposes, chemical. The conversation is not between the
sound waves hitting our eardrums and the printed words hitting

our eyes; it is between the vibrations of our eyeballs and the
vibrations of the film; and between the vibrations of these, and

those of the tangible objects and architecture of the theatre. The
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issue of utopia and utopias has been much discussed by artists
and philosophers since Plato. The utopia of TChalla is a distorted
longing for freedom, in which nobody can choose what they want

to do. TChalla does not want to choose, but he is not free to
choose either: he feels compelled by the images of the revolution

on display in the palace.
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When we look back on the women in SF movies they often appear
as a trite crutch, reliant on men to give them their worth. There
are exceptions, of course. Deepsea, in Anubis, and Sapphira in
Star Trek Into Darknessare exceptions to the rule. When the

images of women in SF are fixed to a different model, that is when
we see the foundations of SF female characters more clearly.

From the ageing Deepsea to the exciting Sapphira, the SF heroes
of Star Trek Into Darkness (2013) and Monsters (2010) break free

of the usual portrayal, and show a new depth. The example of
Body Heat is perhaps the most successful and colourful thus far,
with much media outrage. It also has the most difficult challenge,

opening with an extended sequence of the murder scene. The
trauma of it all is obvious, but the nature of it is not. Both

criminals are caught; is justice ever achieved? The audience
learns that the woman is caught but the man, Freddy, continues
to evade the law. The only happy ending it seems can be the one
that applies to the story. The worst is over. Well, why not? At first
it seems peculiar that the whodunnit and the rape scenario have

been swapped. By the end of the story, the one detective can take
a straight line from the murder to the frame up. But this framing
becomes necessary: the film has shown that the cycle of injury

and hurtful act is inevitable and that one can only aspire to some
form of closure. The final shot renders the viewer an expert on

death and adds to the spectacle of violence. The heroes status is
well deserved and the women in this movie are not, as some

commentators, including Kim Howells, have suggested ( 2004 ),
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mere objects. There is no shortage of horror and comedy in the
story but the happy ending is not an oxymoron but more plausible
and certainly possible. In storytelling, the happy ending is the one
that emphasises the idea of possibility, of hope, perhaps the one

that most of us recognise. 5ec8ef588b
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