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you should not reset the activation keys of your windows 8.1 device as it will affect your windows 10 upgrade process. if you reset your activation key, your windows 10 installation will require a new product key and a new activation guid. if you upgrade or re-install windows 10 on the same device, without resetting your windows product key (windows 8.1 has
different requirements), this will activate your windows 10 without the need for a new activation key. if you have an oem product key, you may also use the upgrade or re-install process to get a free upgrade to windows 10. if your product key is not an oem key, you will need to buy a windows 10 license. you can purchase a new windows 10 license for $120.
keep in mind that the product key is tied to the machine - if you reset the product key, the activation will fail. also, if your copy of windows 10 x is activated, but you get a message saying it is not activated, restart your pc. wait for windows to say it is activated again. repeat the steps that it takes to activate. during setup you will be prompted to activate
windows, and you can get two types of codes: online and phone. the online option is using windows 8.1 itself; the phone option connects you to a special website that will give you the code you need to activate your copy of windows. once your copy of windows 10 x has been activated, you can also use the method that is provided to update it. this way you
can automatically update your copy of windows 10 x to the most recent version without having to do everything all over again.
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the activation key is validated by the activation service on the first boot of the machine, and generates a unique guid that remains constant for the lifetime of your windows 10 license. this is what enables you to do clean install or reinstall and the license remains valid without the need to reinstall a qualifying version. once this has been validated by windows
server, the serial number is stored on the microsd card, and the activation guid is associated with a device name. if the microsd card is removed, windows server automatically looks for the next one. this guid is unique to the machine. this means that you are supposed to not reset your activation key, but to keep it valid. when windows asks for the account
password, it will be able to reactivate your windows 10 and will not require a new activation key. both windows 10 and windows 8.1 re-register your pcs activation during the upgrade process. windows 10 will request your windows product key, activate your device and keep a copy of your product key in a cloud store. during reinstall or clean install, the
installation process ensures that your unique activation guid has not been changed during the upgrade. if the unique guid of the installation has been changed, windows server will not be able to validate the current guid and will prompt you for a new product key, generating a new activation guid. as you’'ve seen, if you upgrade from windows 8.1, or if you
clean install windows 10 (again on the same device) the windows 10 upgrade will re-register your device with the activation service and keep the unique guid. because the product key is already registered, this upgrade will be used to activate your device without needing a new product key. 5ec8ef588b
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